





¢ The authorised users can exercise the exclusive right to use the

Geographical Indication.

Who can use the registered Geographical Indication?
Only an authorised user has the exclusive rights to use the Geographical Indication

in relation to goods in respect of which it is registered.

How long is the registration of Geographical Indication valid? Can it be
renewed?

The registration of a Geographical Indication is for a period of ten years.

Yes, renewal is possible for further periods of 10 years each.

If a registered Geographical Indications is not renewed, it is liable to be removed

from the register.
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Can a registered Geographical Indication be assigned, transmitted etc?

No. A Geographical Indication is a public property belonging to the producers of
the concerned goods. It shall not be the subject matter of assignment, transmission,
licensing, pledge, mortgage or such other agreement. However, when an

authorised user dies, his right devolves on his successor in title.

Can a registered Geographical Indication or authorised user be removed from
the register?

Yes. The Appellate Board or the Registrar of Geographical Indication has the
power lo remove the Geographical Indication or an authorised user from the
register. The aggrieved person can file an appeal within three months from the

date of communication of the order.

How a Geographical Indication differs from a trade mark?

A trade mark is a sign which is used in the course of trade and it distinguishes
good or services of one enterprise from those of other enterprises. Whereas a
Geographical Indication is used to identify goods having special characleristics

originating from a definite geographical territory.
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THE REGISTRATION PROCESS
In December 1999, Parliament passed the Geogl‘aphiml Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. This Act seeks to provide for the
registration and protection of Geographical Indications relating to goods in India.
This Act is administered by the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade
Marks, who is the Regislrar of Geographical Indications. The Geographim]

Indications Registry is located at Chennai.

The Register of Geographical Indication is divided into two parts. Part'A’ consists
of particulars relating to registered Geographical Indications and Part ‘B’ consists
of particulars of the registered authorized users.

The registration process is similar to both for registration of a geographical

indication and an authorized user which is illustrated below :
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