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OVERVIEW

A conspicuous shift in the prevailing
paradigm of intellectual property protection
has helped the office to create a strong
Intellectual Property regime with a view to
encourage creativity and inventive ingenuity
thereby fostering the use of IP related
information to stimulate growth of the
economy. These priorities were
accomplished through consultation,
organizing awareness programmes in
collaboration with different Government &
semi-government organizations, reviewing
their feedbacks and recommendations with
enthusiasm. A major change of the year
has been the enactment of new Patents
(Amendment) Act, 2002. The new Act
imparts flexibility in Patents filing system and
broadens the scope for exploiting ingenuity.

Information with respect to the role and
functions of the offices under the Office of
the Controller General of Patents, Designs
and Trade Marks is furnished briefly in
subsequent paragraphs. Details of activities
of these offices are available in the relevant
reports, which are followed thereafter:

PATENTS

The Patent Office is in the business of
administering the law of patents in the
country in accordance with the provisions
of the Patents Act, 1970 as amended by
the Patents (Amendment) Act, 1999. In
addition it also deals with the Registration
of Designs in accordance with the provisions
of the Designs Act, 2000.

In our endeavor to become a leading Patent
Office in the World and to be benchmarked
with the best in the business in terms of
the quality of our service, the importance of
proper training, our human resources needs
to be underscored. As part of this process
all the newly recruited Examiners of Patents
and Designs were given two weeks induction
training at IPTI, Nagpur. It has been decided
to follow it up with a periodical refresher

courses so as to keep them abreast of the
latest trends and development in IP related
issues.

As a follow up to the recruitment drive
already initiated to recruit the best available
manpower in the country, fresh
advertisement was issued to recruit another
165 Examiners. It was felt that with the
induction of second batch, the paucity of
technically competent persons to deal with
the Patent Applications spread over wide
spectrum, would be alleviated to a great
extent.

The process of modernization of the Patent
Office with emphasis on computerization and
information technology continued to bloom
as already chalked out in the information
technology strategy plan. Dedicated software
are being developed and several such
modules are expected to be delivered very
shortly. Networking including both intra and
inter office (that is WAN connectivity)
initiative was also embarked upon in a big
way in accordance with our strategy plan.

For the construction of our own fully
Modernized Intellectual Property Offices, land
is being acquired in all the four cities viz.
Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai;
construction activity is expected to start
shortly in the first two cities.

DESIGNS

On Design Administration among the
activities undertaken was digitization of
Registered Designs so as to create a
database in a searchable format which can
be accessed on a networking from all .the
four Offices. Apart from this the re-
classification of all registered Designs into
the International Classification System had
been completed. Electronic Register of
registered designs is also under
implementation. Under the modernization
project the full-scale computerization of
design administration had been taken up.
In addition this office participated in a



number of seminars and workshops to
create awareness regarding the utility of
protection of industrial designs, held in
collaboration with other institutions.

TRADE MARKS

The Trade Marks Registry (TMR) was
established in 1940 to administer the Trade
and Merchandise Marks Act, 1940 and
subsequently the Act of 1958. This is
proposed to be replaced with the Trade
Marks Act, 1999. The total sanctioned staff
strength of the Trade Marks Registry is 329
distributed at the Trade Marks Registry,
Mumbai and the branches in Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennai and Ahmedabad. The main
activities of the Trade Marks Registry include
the processing of applications for the
protection of Trade Marks which entails
preliminary search, new application data
entry, scanning, codification, examination,
advertisement, opposition hearings (show
cause / contested), registration, renewal
and post registration work relating to
registration of trade marks. With the growing
awareness about intellectual property
protection in general, and trade marks in
particular, the role of the TMR has been
progressively enlarged from being a
registration office to a facilitating agency of
the Government which seeks to create
awareness and provide efficient services.
This role is expected to further expand with
the introduction of newer forms of trade
marks such as service marks, well-known
marks etc.

The Trade Marks Registry provides technical
inputs to the Government on issues relating
to the protection and promotion of the rights
of registered trade marks owners as well
as awareness building activities relating to
trade marks. It analyses emerging issues
and issues relating to trade mark protection
closely follows the deliberations of the WIPO
Standing Committee on Trade Marks,
Geographical Indications and Designs and
also provides inputs on emerging issues

relating to the Domain Name process and
the protection of INNs.

In May 2001 the Draft Trade Marks Rules
was notified. After taking into account the
comments received by the general public
the Trade Marks Rules, 2002 was notified
in February, 2002. The rules seeks to put
time limit for various trade marks transaction
in order to expedite disposal of cases.
Overall, through a series of steps initiated
by the government, the administration of the
Trade Marks Offices in India has been made
more transparent and simple.

Further, the Government has approved a
X" Plan proposal for the Trade Marks
Registry with a budget outlay of Rs.8.43
Crores. During the year 2002-2003 a sum
of Rs.3.19 Crores was spent by the
Registry. It included procurement of
computer equipments to the tune of Rs.61
lacs from C-DAC to upgrade the automation
infrastructure of the Registry.

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

The office of the Geographical Indications
Registry is under the overall charge of the
Controller General of Patents, Designs and
Trade Marks who is also the Registrar of
Geographical Indications, which started
functioning from 25.08.2001. The law is yet
to come into force. As the concept of
Geographical Indications is new, steps have
been taken to create awareness among
public and users.

Awareness Creation Activity:

Several seminars were held in the country
in coordination with the Rajasthan Chamber
of Commerce at Jaipur, the Maratha
Chamber of Commerce at Pune on 6/9/2002
and by the Tea Board at Kolkata on 13/12/
2002.

Geographical Indications Registry have also
procured books on Geographical Indications
and other related subjects during the year.






